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for which they came to this country, and which might prejudice their whole
future, Neither is it possible to advise them to join the Territorial Force, as
the establishment is now complete, and a long waiting list is already in existence,
so that at the present it is impossible to secure enrolment in that force*

There is, however, another sphere of public duty not less important for
which in this country we are in the habit of depending very largely upon volun-
tary assistance, and this consists in rendering aid to the sick and wounded. The
number of these in the present war may, unhappily, be large, and if that should
prove to be the case, the military hospitals and military staff may have diffi-
culty in coping with the demands made upon them. It will, therefore, be neces-
sary to create temporary and voluntary organisations to meet this emergency.
This duty is already being undertaken by a very large number of Englishmen
and women in the voluntary aid detachments of the British Red Cross
Society, and it is to work of this kind that Lord Crewe would direct your
attention.

His Lordship suggests that a committee should be formed among the
Indian residents and visitors in London, and that they should undertake to get
up an Indian voluntary aid contingent It is understood that Mr. James Cant-
lie, who has taken an active part in the organisation of the voluntary aid de-
tachments of the Red Cross Society, has offered to train and drill an Indian
voluntary aid contingent if a sufficient number of persons are prepared to
undergo a course of instruction. Lord Crewe notices that several of the signa-
tories to your letter are qualified medical men, and if they will co-operate with
Mr. Cantlie, there is reason to hope that the Indian voluntary aid contingent
would become one of the most efficient detachments in the kingdom.

It is, of course, quite impossible at the present moment to guarantee that
the services of the Indian voluntary aid contingent will be utilised in any given
direction. If the number of sick and wounded should, fortunately, not be
large, the ordinary military and charitable hospitals will be able to deal with
them. But the prevalent feeling in this country, which, as your letter shows,
is shared by Indians, is that we ought all to prepare ourselves to render effi-
cient service to the empire should the necessity arise.

Tours tody,
CHAJRLES ROBERTS
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